MADAME   DU   HAUSSET                             49

before her marriage, she never suffered her to
say more than yes and no. Do you .know i her
joke on the nomination of Moras? She sent:to
congratulate him upon it: two minutes; after, she
called back the messenger she had sent, and
said, before everybody present, 'Before you speak
to him, ask the Swiss if he still has the place.1"
Madame de Pompadour was not vindictive, and,
in spite of the malicious speeches of the Duchess
of Orleans, she tried to excuse her conduct:
"Almost all women," said she, "have lovers;
she has not all that are imputed .to .her: .but
her free manners, and her conversation, which: is
beyond all bounds,. have i brought, her , into , general
disrepute."

My   companion -came  -into  -my   room  'the
other day,  quite delighted.     She  had   been with

M. de Chenevieres, first Clerk in the War-office,

4 however,
